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The Cheshire Shield Nominated Charity for 2019
North West Air Ambulance

OBJECTIONS

Any query about a competitor’s score must be made only at the secretary’s office. No approach may be made to the judge, time keeper, fence judge or any other official. Only District Commissioners or their appointed representatives are entitled to lodge objections. They must be made in writing to the secretary’s office, addressed to the Official Steward and accompanied by a deposit of £50. Objections must be made within half an hour (i) of the relevant incident or (ii) after the scores are published or (iii) no later than 1 hour after dressage score sheets are released. The Official Steward will give her decision which shall be final.

DIRECTIONS

Leave the M6 motorway at Junction 18 and take the A54 towards Holmes Chapel & Congleton.  Turn right after Petrol Station on right to traffic lights, straight over toward Congleton on the A54.Travel approximately 3 ½ miles further on the A54 where you will find Somerford Park Farm on your left.

Postcode for Sat. Nav. Users – CW12 4SW
Grid Reference SJ 81028 65737
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           THE CHESHIRE SHIELD HORSE TRIALS

Incorporating the Area 4 and Area 5 qualifying competitions for the Pony Club Championships and Regional Championships 

Organised by

THE EAST CHESHIRE BRANCH

OF THE PONY CLUB
To be held at Somerford Park Farm

On Saturday 6th JULY 2019 

	DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY

Save for death or personal injury caused by the negligence of the organisers or anyone for whom they are in law responsible, neither the organisers of this event nor the Pony Club, nor any agent, employee or representative of these bodies accepts any liability for any accident, loss, damage, injury or illness to horses, riders, owners, spectators, land, cars, their content and accessories or any other person or property whatsoever, whether caused by their negligence, breach of contract or in any way whatsoever.


	Event Organiser

Geoff Bell

25 Chelford Road

Somerford 

Congleton
Cheshire CW12 4QD
Email: g.bell@stevenssolicitors.co.uk
	Pony Club appointed Official Steward

Wendy Penny
Pony Club appointed Technical Advisor

Dave Thompson
Area Representatives and Joint Assistant Official Stewards
Area 5 Meg Green 

Area 4 Ros Slinger



	HEALTH AND SAFETY

The organisers of this event have taken all reasonable precautions to ensure the health and safety of everyone present.  For those measures to be effective, everyone must take all reasonable steps to avoid and prevent accidents occurring and must obey the instructions of the organisers and all officials and stewards.
	Postal entries close: Friday the 21st June 2019
(or earlier if classes full) 

Teams to be notified by Friday 28th June
TIMES AVAILABLE from www.branches.pcuk.org/eastcheshire  from 6 p.m. on Wednesday 3rd July
Refreshments available


SCHEDULE

Classes 1A, 2A, 3A & 4A for Teams of 3 or 4 Pony Club Members

Members entering as a team member will automatically be included in the individual competition
Classes 1B, 2B, 3B & 4B for Individual Pony Club Members

Classes 1C, 2C, 3C & 4C for Individual Non-Pony Club Members 
Class 2D (Open PC90) for Individual Pony Club Members 

Dressage Tests available at http://www.pcuk.org/index.php/disciplines/dressage/dressage_tests/ 
CLASS 1A 
THE NEWCOMERS CHALLENGE CUP & Area 4 & 5 Regional Championship Qualifier (PC80) 
CLASS 1B 


Dressage Test – The Pony Club Grassroots Dressage Test 2018
CLASS 1C


Show Jumping 0.85 & Cross Country 0.80m approx. (max.)  

CLASS 2A    THE CHESHIRE SHIELD NOVICE & Areas 4 & 5 Championships PC90 & Open PC90 Qualifiers 
CLASS 2B 


Dressage Test – The PC90 Eventing Test 2013
CLASS 2C      
 
Show Jumping 0.95m & Cross Country 0.90m approx. (max.)
CLASS 2D

CLASS 3A 
THE CHESHIRE SHIELD INTERMEDIATE & Areas 4 & 5 Championships PC100 Qualifiers 
CLASS 3B 


Dressage Test – The PC100 Eventing Test 2015 
CLASS 3C 


Show Jumping 1.05m & Cross Country 1.00m approx. (max.) 

CLASS 4A 
THE CHESHIRE SHIELD OPEN* and Areas 4 & 5 Championships PC110 (Open) Qualifiers 
CLASS 4B 


Dressage Test – The PC Open Eventing Test 2010

CLASS 4C     

Show Jumping 1.15m & Cross Country 1.10m approx. (max.)




LIKIT PC110 Eventing League points to be awarded to PC members in this class
The organisers reserve the right to place all individuals’ entries into teams where appropriate and possible.
Classes may be sectioned as appropriate and may not necessarily run in number order.
Cheshire Shield trophies will be awarded to the highest placed single branch Area 5 Team in each Class. Area trophies will be awarded as appropriate. Rosettes to 6th place (Teams and Individuals) and for Best Dressage in each section. 

Craddock rosettes to PC riders with double clears without time penalties in Classes 3 & 4
Prizes for section winners sponsored by Hope Valley Saddlery for PC sections and Somerford Park Farm for non-PC sections
Entry Fee: ALL Classes £75 per competitor to include start fee, abandonment & medical cover. Late Entry – add £10  
.£10 cash deposit for bib payable on the day. 
Competitors are invited to donate the cash deposit to North West Air Ambulance, the Cheshire Shield Nominated Charity for 2019
ALL CHEQUES MADE PAYABLE TO: EAST CHESHIRE BRANCH OF THE PONY CLUB (ECBPC)
CONDITIONS OF ENTRY 

1. The competition will be run in accordance with Pony Club Eventing Rules (PCER) 2019.

2. All PC entries will be checked with competitor’s District Commissioner/Secretary to confirm current membership.
3. All non-Pony Club competitors must hold current public liability (3rd party) insurance.
4. Horses/ponies to be at least 5 years old.
5. Vaccination Certificates & Passports must be available for inspection & produced on official request – see PCER23. 
6. No rider may compete on more than one horse in any one class except at the absolute discretion of the organisers to enable a Pony Club Qualifying Team to be entered. 
7. In the event of entries being oversubscribed, a waiting list will operate. Precedence will be given to PC members.
8. Online entries will be subject to a Transaction Fee of £0.60p. 
9. Refund policy - no entry fees will be considered for refund after closure of entries, unless on production of a valid veterinary certificate, in which case a £20 administration fee will be deducted from any refund. Entries withdrawn prior to the closing date will be subject to a £10 administration fee.

10. Late entries MAY be accepted at the sole discretion of the Organisers and are subject to a Late Entry Charge of £10. 
11. All competitors must declare to the Event secretary on site before commencing any phase of the competition.

12. Hats must comply with the current Pony Club/BE minimum standards and be tagged prior to commencing any phase of the competition. Long hair to be netted. 
13. No electronic devices to be carried whilst competing except for stop watches at PC90/100 & 110
14. Approved standard body protectors must be worn for the cross-country phase. Air vests, if worn, must be in addition to a body protector & fully deflated or removed if triggered. Competitors wearing a Woof Wear Body Cage EXO must inform the secretary on declaring and deposit a key with XC medics where appropriate. 
15. Dressage - whips are NOT allowed in PC 100 & PC 110 and gloves must be worn by all competitors. 
16. At all levels on the cross-country course, 3 refusals at a single fence or 4 refusals in total means elimination.

17. In all phases, a fall of horse and/or rider means elimination.

18. At PC 90/100/110 competitors incurring more than 24 show jumping penalties will not be allowed to go XC. At PC80 this may be permitted at the discretion of the Official Steward. For the avoidance of doubt, elimination is more than 24 penalties.
19. In all situations, the Official Steward’s decision is final subject only to an objection lodged in writing, with a £50 deposit, to the Event Secretary in accordance with PCER 5. 
The course will be available for walking from 2pm on Friday 5th July 2019 and not before.

FIRST AID. FARRIER and VET WILL BE IN ATTENDANCE

PASSPORTS & VACCINATION CERTIFICATES TO BE CHECKED BEFORE UNLOADING 
SEE FAQ’S DOCUMENT FOR ADVICE RE EQUINE FLU VACCINATION CHECKS
ALL DOGS ON LEADS – RECOVERY FEE £25
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 2019
1. In what order will the classes be run?

We expect to run in the order of the schedule, that is starting with Class 1(PC 80) with other classes following in ascending order, that is Class 2 (PC90), Class 3 (PC100) and Class 4 (PC110). The Classes will be divided into various sections to accommodate both PC and non-PC riders, teams and individuals. Class 2 will for the first time offer the new PC Open 90 subject to such entries being clearly marked on the Entry Form.  Any change to this will be notified as soon as possible. 

2. Are there any qualification rules for the event?
The Area 4/5 Qualifying classes do have strict qualification rules and you need to check these in the Pony Club Rule Book. However, these rules do not apply to the Cheshire Shield element of the competition and thus an entry which is ineligible for a Team or Individual Qualifier will still be accepted for the competition as a whole - it just means that the rider and/or team cannot qualify for the Pony Club Championships or Regional Championships. 
 

3. Why is it not possible for a rider to enter two horses in the same class?
Multiple entries for a single rider in the same class risks creating delay on the day which would be unfair to others. We expect to have a very full entry and are always very tight for time. There is nothing to prevent a rider entering two or more different classes - as many do. Other competitions, notably BE competitions, are able to accommodate multiple entries simply because they generally have fewer classes and more competitors in each on a single day. There is an exception to this rule to accommodate one rider riding two horses in order to make up a PC Team.  
 

4. We need more time to sort out teams – can you help?
As long as your team members have entered as individuals, the actual team selection and order of running need not be done until the Friday week preceding the competition. Some Branches may choose to put their team selection in early, for example at the time of entry, but, if necessary, these can be changed up to the preceding Friday week. Those Branches with 3 or 4 members riding in a single class will automatically be entered as a team and do not need to notify any team selection although they may still want to notify a preferred running order. Branches with 7 or more members competing in a single class will need to notify which riders are to be teamed up as well as preferred running order. 
These notices do not need to be in any particular format but must be in writing - ideally by email.
The Non-Pony Club sections do not have a team competition. 
5. What if a team member withdraws after the Saturday preceding the competition? 
It may be possible to allocate a PC member to a team up to the start of the relevant Class, including moving a member from one branch team to another, as long as:
(i) That member has already been entered in the relevant class and
(ii) The member is replacing another member from the same branch who has had to withdraw from the Class. 
We will do our best to ensure that branches are able to run their strongest team in the Class whilst maintaining fairness between branches. 
6. What happens if a class is oversubscribed?

As usual, a waiting list will operate for those Classes/Sections which are oversubscribed. The entry form enables you to opt in or out of the waiting list system. This is primarily a Pony Club event and priority will be given to entries submitted by PC members. 
7. Can I enter after the closing date?

Late entries MAY be accepted at the absolute discretion of the organisers but a late entry fee of £10 WILL be charged. 
8. What about insurance?

All competitors must have public liability (also known as 3rd party) insurance. Pony Club, BE and BHS Gold members are automatically covered by their membership. All other riders MUST ensure they have their own insurance covering them for the event. All non-Pony Club riders should be prepared to produce their relevant membership cards or insurance certificates on declaring. Non-Pony Club members may be asked to produce evidence of 3rd party insurance on declaring – please ensure you have your BHS Gold or BE membership card with you or a copy of your 3rd party insurance certificate. 

 

9. How can I communicate with the organisers? 

Email is the preferred method of communication so please use it wherever possible if you need to get in touch –   dg.bell@outlook.com 
IF DOING SO – PLEASE QUOTE YOUR CLASS NUMBER OR NAME – 1/PC80 – 2/PC90 – 3/PC100 or 4/PC110. 
10. Will I be told if my entry has been accepted?
We cannot acknowledge every entry as they arrive and in any event there can be no certainty that entries have been accepted prior to the closure of entries. However, we would normally treat entries on a first come, first served basis and when a class becomes full we will email subsequent entrants to inform them they are on a waiting list if they have selected that option. Furthermore, during the weeks leading up to the competition, emails will be sent to entrants which themselves will confirm receipt of their entry and provide up to date information.

11. Am I able to enter Online?

Yes – we expect to be able to offer this facility this year. Online entries will be via the Entrymaster system on the East Cheshire BPC website - https://branches.pcuk.org/eastcheshire/2019-fixtures/ - 
And will be subject to a £0.60p transaction fee (cheaper than postage?).

12. Do we need to bring Passports and Vaccination Certificates?

YES - these must be produced on arrival BEFORE UNLOADING YOUR HORSE. Please be aware that currently Somerford Park Farm require us to check for a booster vaccination within the last 6 months or, for equines on a new course of vaccinations, you can attend after the 2nd vaccination of a course of three. See this statement on the SPF website. 
https://www.somerfordpark.co.uk/somerford-park-statement-on-equine-flu-13-02-19/
Am I able to assist with running the event this year?
Yes, please - you would be very welcome! It takes between 50 and 100 people to run the event on the day and offers of help are always gratefully received. There are a variety of jobs to suit all ages, sizes and experience – see below.  One of the most popular is cross-country fence judging – you really get close up and personal with the action. Please let me or Sally Harris know if you, or someone you know, might be interested in helping. 

VOLUNTEER HELPERS

Volunteers at the Cheshire Shield are needed for a whole host of duties such as:

Dressage Writing, Scoring, Stewarding;

Show Jumping Collecting Ring and Arena Stewarding;

Cross Country Fence Judging, Stewarding, Control and Commentary;

Refreshment preparation and delivery; 

Event Reception and Scoreboard Writing;

Car Park organisation;

to mention just a few. No experience is necessary – just a willingness to help. 

If you have not already volunteered for this event, we would value hearing from you as soon as possible. 

Please contact:                 Sally Harris at 
crispinharris1@gmail.com
